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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1. Claims 1-6,8-10,16-28 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 9,25,28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 9,25,28, the phrase "if or "may be" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whote would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-2,6,8-10,16-19,26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rubert et al. (' Rubert ' hereinafter) (Patent Number 6,366,915) in view 
of Gudionsson et al. (' Gudionsson ' hereinafter) (Patent Number 6,564,261). 

As per claim 1 , Rubert teaches 

"A property sheet system comprising:" (see abstract and background) 

"including a plurality of property names, a plurality of non-modifiable parameters 
and a plurality of modifiable parameters, wherein each respective property name 
included in the property sheet data structure is associated with a non-modifiable 
parameter and optionally a modifiable parameter; and a user interface to display 
contents of the property sheet data structure", "the user interface to receive inputs to 
select and modify a parameter associated with the property sheet data structure" 
(column 5, line 55 through column 6, line 6). 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "a property sheet data structure representing 
configuration information associated with at least one component within a clustered 
system", "to allow centralized management of the clustered system". 

However, Gudjonsson discloses "a property sheet data structure representing 
configuration information associated with at least one component within a clustered 
system", "to allow centralized management of the clustered system" (column 18, lines 
24-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudionsson because using the steps of "a property sheet data structure 
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representing configuration information associated with at least one component within a 
clustered system", "to allow centralized management of the clustered system" would 
have given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by making 
information available and configurable centrally. This gives the user the advantage of 
having a simple way to configure components. 

As per claim 2, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the property sheet data structure is 
associated with a plurality of components contained within a clustered system". 

However, Gudjonsson discloses "the property sheet data structure is associated 
with a plurality of components contained within a clustered system" (column 18, lines 
24-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudjonsson because using the steps of "the property sheet data structure is 
associated with a plurality of components contained within a clustered system" would 
have given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by making 
information available and configurable centrally. This gives the user the advantage of 
having a simple way to configure components. 

As per claim 6, Rubert teaches 

"A method comprising:" (see abstract and background) 
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"providing a property sheet", "the property sheet including a plurality of 
configuration parameters, each parameter associated with a name, a default parameter 
and optionally a custom parameter", "default parameters" (column 5, line 55 through 
column 6, line 6); 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "associated with a component contained within 
a clustered system", "changing the component contained within the clustered system; 
and automatically updating the ... parameters included in the property sheet with a 
different default parameter with a corresponding property of a replacement component 
in response to changing the component". 

However, Gudjonsson discloses "associated with a component contained within 
a clustered system", "changing the component contained within the clustered system; 
and automatically updating the ... parameters included in the property sheet with a 
different default parameter with a corresponding property of a replacement component 
in response to changing the component" (column 18, lines 24-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudjonsson because using the steps of "associated with a component contained 
within a clustered system", "changing the component contained within the clustered 
system; and automatically updating the ... parameters included in the property sheet 
with a different default parameter with a corresponding property of a replacement 
component in response to changing the component" would have given those skilled in 
the art the tools to improve the invention by making information available and 
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configurable centrally. This gives the user the advantage of having a simple way to 
configure components. 

As per claim 8, Rubert teaches 

"determining if a custom parameter included in the property sheet is valid with the 
changed component" (column 5, line 55 through column 6, line 6). 

As per claim 9, Rubert teaches 

"deselecting the custom parameter if the custom parameter is not valid with the 
changed component" (optionally recited limitations are not required to be taught by the 
Office, see MPEP § 2106 Section ll(C)). 

As per claim 10, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the cluster includes a plurality of instances". 

However, Gudionsson discloses "the cluster includes a plurality of instances" 
(plurality of clusters, column 7, lines 35-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill inthe art to combine Rubert 
and Gudionsson because using the steps of "the cluster includes a plurality of 
instances" would have given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by 
making information available and configurable centrally. This gives the user the 
advantage of having a simple way to configure components. 
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As per claim 16, Rubert teaches 

A method comprising:" (see abstract and background) 
"displaying contents of the property sheet, the property sheet including noii- 
modifiable parameters and modifiable parameters; and receiving input to select and 
modify a parameter of the displayed property sheet" (column 5, line 55 through column 
6, line 6). 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "providing a property sheet containing 
configuration information associated with a component contained within a cluster". 

However, Gudionsson discloses "providing a property sheet containing 
configuration information associated with a component contained within a cluster" 
(column 18, lines 24-28); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudionsson because using the steps of "providing a property sheet containing 
configuration information associated with a component contained within a cluster" would 
have given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by making 
information available and configurable centrally. This gives the user the advantage of 
having a simple way to configure components. 

As per claim 17, Rubert teaches 

"the displaying contents of a property sheet comprises: providing a number of 
entry rows; displaying names of corresponding properties in a first column of each entry 
row; displaying configuration parameters associated with corresponding properties in a 
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second column of each entry row; and indicating if a configuration parameter displayed 
in the second column is a default parameter or a custom parameter" (column 5, line 55 
through column 6, line 6). 

As per claim 18, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the property sheet is included in a 
configuration data structure containing configuration information associated with the 
cluster". 

However, Gudjonsson discloses "the property sheet is included in a configuration 
data structure containing configuration information associated with the cluster" (column 
18, lines 24-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudjonsson because using the steps of "the property sheet is included in a 
configuration data structure containing configuration information associated with the 
cluster" would have given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by 
making information available and configurable centrally. This gives the user the 
advantage of having a simple way to configure components. 

As per claim 19, Rubert teaches 

"A system comprising:" (see abstract and background) 

"means for displaying contents of a property sheet", "the property sheet having a 
plurality of properties, wherein each of said properties is associated with a property 
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name, a non-modifiable default parameter and optionally a custom parameter; and 
means for receiving input to select and modify a parameter associated with a property 
included in the property sheet" (column 5, line 55 through column 6, line 6). 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "containing configuration information 
associated with a component contained within a clustered system" 

However, Gudjonsson discloses "containing configuration information associated 
with a component contained within a clustered system" (column 18, lines 24-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudjonsson because using the steps of "containing configuration information 
associated with a component contained within a clustered system" would have given 
those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by making information available 
and configurable centrally. This gives the user the advantage of having a simple way to 
configure components. 

As per claim 26, Rubert teaches 

"A machine-readable medium that provides instructions, which when executed by 
a processor cause the processor to perform operations comprising:" (see abstract and 
background) 

"displaying contents of a property sheet data structure", "the property sheet data 
structure including a plurality of property names, a plurality of non-modifiable default 
parameters and a plurality of custom parameters; receiving input to select a custom 
parameter included in the property sheet data structure; receiving input to modify the 
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selected custom parameter; and storing the modified custom parameter without 
changing a default parameter corresponding to the modified custom parameter" (column 

5, line 55 through column 6, line 6). 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "representing configuration information 
associated with at least one component within a clustered system". 

However, Gudjonsson discloses "representing configuration information 
associated with at least one component within a clustered system" (column 18, lines 24- 
28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Gudjonsson because using the steps of "representing configuration information 
associated with at least one component within a clustered system" would have given 
those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by making information available 
and configurable centrally. This gives the user the advantage of having a simple way to 
configure components. 

6. Claims 3-5,20-25,27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rubert et al. (' Rubert ' hereinafter) (Patent Number 6,366,91 5) in view 
of Tanner et al. ( Tanner ' hereinafter) (Publication Number 2005/0114315). 

As per claim 3, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the user interface comprises: a first dialog box 
to display contents of the property sheet data structure, the first dialog box including a 
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plurality of entry rows, the entry rows including a first column to display names of 
corresponding properties, a second column to display configuration parameters 
associated with the corresponding properties and a third column to indicate if the 
configuration parameters are default or custom parameters; and a second dialog box to 
receive input to modify a custom parameter". 

However, Tanner discloses "the user interface comprises: a first dialog box to 
display contents of the property sheet data structure, the first dialog box including a 
plurality of entry rows, the entry rows including a first column to display names of 
corresponding properties, a second column to display configuration parameters 
associated with the corresponding properties and a third column to indicate if the 
configuration parameters are default or custom parameters; and a second dialog box to 
receive input to modify a custom parameter" (paragraphs [0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "the user interface comprises: a first dialog box 
to display contents of the property sheet data structure, the first dialog box including a 
plurality of entry rows, the entry rows including a first column to display names of 
corresponding properties, a second column to display configuration parameters 
associated with the corresponding properties and a third column to indicate if the 
configuration parameters are default or custom parameters; and a second dialog box to 
receive input to modify a custom parameter" would have given those skilled in the art 
the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when entering data. This gives the 
user the advantage of having a standardized entry application: 
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As per claim 4, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the second dialog box further includes a name 
field to display a name of a corresponding property and a default field to display a 
default configuration parameter associated with the corresponding property". 

However, Tanner discloses "the second dialog box further includes a name field 
to display a name of a corresponding property and a default field to display a default 
configuration parameter associated with the corresponding property" (paragraphs 
[0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "the second dialog box further includes a name 
field to display a name of a corresponding property and a default field to display a 
default configuration parameter associated with the corresponding property" would have 
given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when 
entering data. This gives the user the advantage of having a standardized entry 
application. 

As per claim 5, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the second dialog box further includes a data 
type field to display the data type associated with corresponding property". 
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However, Tanner discloses "the second dialog box further includes a, data type 
field to display the data type associated with corresponding property" (paragraphs 
[0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "the second dialog box further includes a data 
type field to display the data type associated with corresponding property" would have 
given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when 
entering data. This gives the user the advantage of having a standardized entry 
application. 

As per claim 20, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "means for receiving input to select between 
the default parameter and the custom parameter to be applied to a property included in 
the property sheet". 

However, Tanner discloses "means for receiving input to select between the 
default parameter and the custom parameter to be applied to a property included in the 
property sheet" (paragraphs [0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "means for receiving input to select between the 
default parameter and the custom parameter to be applied to a property included in the 
property sheet" would have given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the 
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invention by avoiding errors when entering data. This gives the user the advantage of 
having a standardized entry application. 

As per claim 21 , Rubert teaches 

"the means for displaying further comprises: means for indicating if a 
configuration parameter displayed by the means for displaying is a default parameter or 
a custom parameter" (column 5, line 55 through column 6, line 6). 

As per claim 22, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "means for selectively updating the parameters 
included in the property sheet in response to changing of a component". 

However, Tanner discloses "means for selectively updating the parameters 
included in the property sheet in response to changing of a component" (paragraphs 
[0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "means for selectively updating the parameters 
included in the property sheet in response to changing of a component" would have 
given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when 
entering data. This gives the user the advantage of having a standardized entry 
application. 



As per claim 23, 
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Rubert does not explicitly indicate "means for automatically updating a default 
parameter included in the property sheet with a different default parameter associated 
with a corresponding property of the changed component". 

However, Tanner discloses "means for automatically updating a default 
parameter included in the property sheet with a different default parameter associated 
with a corresponding property of the changed component" (paragraphs [0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "means for automatically updating a default 
parameter included in the property sheet with a different default parameter associated 
with a corresponding property of the changed component" would have given those 
skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when entering 
data. This gives the user the advantage of having a standardized entry application. 

As per claim 24, Rubert teaches 

"means for determining if a custom parameter included in the property sheet is 
valid with the changed component" (column 5, line 55 through column 6, line 6). 

As per claim 25, Rubert teaches 

"means for deselecting a custom parameter if the custom parameter is not valid 
with the changed component" (optionally recited limitations are not required to be taught 
by the Office, see MPEP § 2106 Section 1 1(C)). 
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As per claim 27, 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the operations performed by the processor 
further comprise: selectively updating the parameters included in the property sheet 
data structure in response to changing of a component". 

However, Tanner discloses "the operations performed by the processor further 
comprise: selectively updating the parameters included in the property sheet data 
structure in response to changing of a component" (paragraphs [0065]-[0066]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "the second dialog box further includes a data 
type field to display the data type associated with corresponding property" would have 
given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when 
entering data. This gives the user the advantage of having a standardized entry 
application. 

As per claim 28, Rubert teaches 

"determining if a custom parameter included in the property sheet data structure 
is valid with the changed component" (column 5, line 55 through column 6, line 6); 

"and deselecting an applied custom parameter if the applied custom parameter is 
not valid with the changed component" (optionally recited limitations are not required to 
be taught by the Office, see MPEP § 2106 Section ll(C)). 

Rubert does not explicitly indicate "the operations performed by the processor 
further comprise: automatically updating a default parameter included in the property 
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sheet data structure with a different default parameter associated with a corresponding 
property of the changed component". 

However, Tanner discloses "the operations performed by the processor further 
comprise: automatically updating a default parameter included in the property sheet 
data structure with a different default parameter associated with a corresponding 
property of the changed component" (paragraphs [0065]-[0066]); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Rubert 
and Tanner because using the steps of "the second dialog box further includes a data 
type field to display the data type associated with corresponding property" would have 
given those skilled in the art the tools to improve the invention by avoiding errors when 
entering data. This gives the user the advantage of having a standardized entry 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Regarding Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, regarding claims 9,25,28, these rejections are 
maintained. It is noted that the phrase "if or "may be" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). To further assist the Applicant to understand the 
basis of the rejection, the Applicant is directed to MPEP § 2106 ll(C). 
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8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 ,19,26 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 10/2/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With regards to various claims where Applicant argues that Rubert in view of 
Gudionsson does not disclose a property sheet data structure representing 
configuration information associated with at least on component within a clustered 
system, it is noted that Rubert discloses the equivalent of a property data sheet with 
parameters (column 5, lines 55-65), and Gudionsson discloses administrative tools 
which allow administrators to change settings within a cluster, this data being abstracted 
into a data structure (column 18, lines 24-35). Therefore it is respectfully submitted 
Rubert in view of Gudionsson discloses the limitation. 

With regards to various claims where Applicant argues that Rubert in view of 
Gudionsson does not disclose changing the component contained within the clustered 
system and automatically updating the default parameters included in the property 
sheet with a different default parameter with a corresponding property of the component 
in response to changing the component, it is noted that Rubert discloses retrieving 
information and default values (column 5, lines 55-65), and Gudionsson discloses not 
only notifying the components in a cluster but a unified database for management and 



Application/Control Number: 10/750,003 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2168 

administration of this data (column 18, lines 15-35), and in this way parameters can be 
updated. Therefore it is respectfully submitted Rubert in view of Gudjonsson discloses 
the limitation. 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jay A. Morrison whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
71 12. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo can be reached on (571 ) 272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Jay Morrison 
TC2100 



Tim Vo 
TC2100 



